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Announced by all the trumpets of the shy. 

Arrives the snow, and, driving o'er the fields. 
Seems nowhere to alight; the whited air 
Hides hills and woods, the river and the heaven. 
And veils the farmhouse at the garden's end. 

— Emerson. 
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THE FLOWER OF AN IDEA. 

BY REV. C. H. ROCKEY. 

First of a series of lectures delivered to the College students. Abridged for Thk Picket. 

The speaker opened the lecture by a classic story of a lire which ouce 
overran the Pyrenees Mountains, destroying the vineyards and houses of 
the peasants, but opened deep undiscovered fissures of silver. The fire 
left them richer than it found them. Idea power, he said, was this fire 
which opens through the surface soil of mere things, revealiug the under- 
lying mines of thought and force. 

What is au idea ? Fortunately the definition is not like the Scotch defi- 
nition of metaphysics, yi>. : “Twa men talking togither ; he that's listening- 
diuna ken what he that’s speaking means, and ‘he that’s speaking dinna 
ken what he means himself — that’s metaphysics.” It is easy, however, to 
define au idea. To take Webster for it, ‘‘An idea is the image or picture 
of a visible object formed by the mind ; also of any object whatever, 
whether sensible or spiritual.” That is, an idea is the image formed by 
your mind of the thing you see on yonder wall that is there or that is not 
ihere. For example, you look at the wall, an impress of it is made on 
the eye and telegraphed to the Brain. That transmitted impress is your 
idea of the wall. But now, while your eye seems to be fixed on the wall, 
memory’s inner eye has caught and impressed on the brain an image of 
the home of your boyhood— not here at all — miles and years away. But 
that image of the object absent is just as truly au idea as the image of the 
object present. 

Go to the root of it, and you will find that the word “idea” comes from 
the Greek verb ‘‘to see.” So in its original meaning idea is xi seeing?iess .” 
The man who can see furthest and fullest into and all around and beyond 
a thing, has the truest idea of the thing, be it an external object or au in- 
ternal project, be it a house built in brick or a house built as yet only in 
the architect’s brain, be it a business establishment or an enterprise just 
begun. 

Your idea of the world is what you can see in it. The measure of your 
seeing capacity is the measure of your idea — the line that will encircle the 
one will encircle the other. Any given business or plan will be as large 
to you as is your mind sight of it, and no larger. It is a great thing to 
grasp early the truth that life brings to you justiu pioportion as you bring 
to it. The man of cross-eyed mind will have a cross-eyed idea of every- 
thing, including himself. Carlyle— and what a sight gift he had— saw the 
world througli the distorting lens of dispepsia, aud what a blue -glass idea 
of the world was his. Napoleou, eagle-sighted, saw through the red glass 
of war aud in his idea the world was a great battlefield, life a conquest, 
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and himself the chief conqueror. 

The man of ideas, then, is the man who can see. In olden times the 
seer was worshipped. This was a blind, but in some sense a real, recog- 
nition of the power of superior sight ; and superior sight is superior might 
in every line and land the world over. ****** 

Two men walk by a block of marble. One sees a shapeless stone, but 
another sees a peerless marble statue in it. That is the difference between 
a Michael Angelo and the ditch digger. That is where a man of ideas 
shows himself. Anybody can see what is, but he who can see what may 
be, and who can pursue persistently and patiently his idea, till he has 
forged it and hammered it and fashioned it into fact, he is the rare man of 
rare power the world is waiting for, and whom the world will crowu. He 
is the man who, whenever and wherever he comes, and whatever he does, 
not only sees, but succeeds. ****** 

We each of us live in two worlds at the same time— the world objective 
without, the world subjective within ; the world of eyesight and the world 
of insight ; the world of material objects and the world of mental ideas. 
The underlying world is always this of ideas. Its volcanic fires pour forth 
the lava streams that change the face of whole territories. The world of 
matter would be one vast Sahara, and man a grinning skeleton, but for 
the world of mind. He who would search out the secret of power must 
enter into the portals of this eternal empire of ideas. The speaker drew 
the distinction between “ideas and ideals.” 

I speak of this world of ideas as underlying or backlyiug, because you 
must see the thing to be done before you can strongly or successfully do it. 
In the natural order the idea takes precedence. Back of every action lies 
a thought. Behind every endeavor is an idea. You see a thousand men 
throwing up an embankment, leveling down ridges, blasting rocks, laying 
ties and spiking rails, aud you say, they are building a railroad. In one 
sense they arc, in the originating sense they are ciphers. They arc in fact 
simply carrying out the ideas of the master mind that somewhere is 
seeing out the whole work, and the possible results of that work. Without 
him theii part would have neither beginning nor end. 

We want to remember Uiat in the last analysis thought is the creator. 
It is brain, not brawn, that has transformed the earth for man’s dwelling- 
place, made a pathway of the seas, turned trackless forests iuto fertile 
farms, and caused the wilderness to blossom as the rose. Mind dominates 
matter and muscle. Ideas rule the world. The man of ideas is the strong 
man put him where you will. Throw him up anywhere, and like the cat, 
he will come down on his feet. He will be enjoying the world’s honor 
while the other is groaning at what the world calls “hard luck.” 

For an idea is an infinite power. Walk out ou the Brooklyn bridge, that 
wondrous steel pathway between two cities. The speaker described the 
bridge swung out defiantly into space with all its intricate workmanship 
aud busy life, aud ltd the hearers from the bridge to a house on the 
heights at whose overlooking window sat a sick man in pain watching and 
directing the whole according to well defined idea. Behind the multitude 
of details, of which the finished work shows so little, you must go to find 
the man with the idea. But for him no bridge would be there. Of steel 
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manufactories there would be as many ; of caole maker and quarrymen, 
and masons and material and money there would be no lack ; but there 
could be no bridge until there came the man with the idea, and made all 
these elements of labor and material conjoin to work out in actuality his 
thought. The great bridge stands a monument to the power of an idea. 

So you will find idea everywhere when you get below the surface of mat- 
ter into the strata of mind. In all experience and endeavor, in business 
aud society, in politics and patriotism, in art and science, in religion aud 
literature, the idea precedes the act and the achievement. The head gives 
birth to the work the hand performs. What has not this idea power al- 
ready wrought? We behold its might in political revolutions, moral ref- 
ormations, and in social transformations. It is seen in sculpture, it is 
heard in eloquence, it is witnessed in architecture, it is incarnated iu leg- 
islation, it is enthroned in state craft. 

Idea power has brought man to his rightful sovereignty over 7iature. 
Look upon the tribute, which by the divine right of thought-rule, he has 
exacted from the world around hi in. See how from the marching season 
aud the timely rain : from the hidden wealth of mountains aud the gener- 
ous soil ; from the products of the forests aud the flocks of the field aud 
far resouuding sea, man drawls revenues aud service. * * * * * * 

Somebody says that ideas are like beards — men do not have them till 
they are grown up. But I pity any youug man who gets a beard before 
he gets an idea, and a pretty definite one, of life aud his particular work in 
it, aud of the destiny beyond. Aud an idea he has gained for himself too. 
Second-hand ideas are like second-hand clothes, not likely to fit, and you 
fpel as though the wrong man had crept into them. We need in order to 
be successful to get a clear hold on the mission for which we are called 
into the world, the definite purpose which we intend to accomplish, and 
for which we are adapted aud qualified by the Creator; then he must 
make all the advantages aud opportunities aud sweep of his forces bend 
earnestly to the realization of that idea of life. Aud have you not noticed 
that a man really gets in this world what he honestly aud persistently 
strives for? It is not so much talent, gifts, or luck which sweeps a man 
into the fore these days. It was Goethe who says that genius is the “ca- 
pacity for honest work. ” Iu the race for the prizes of life pluck runs 
ahead of luck every time. 

And now, youug friends, I am sure that to you this imperfect outline of 
the Power of an Idea would seem strangely incomplete were I to make no 
allusion to that idea which has affected more powerfully than any other 
the lives and businesses and eternal destinies of men— the great central 
idea of all human history and hope — the Cross. 

Youug friends, in all the twists and turns of life, in the vale or on the 
ridge, fail not to take your bearings by that highest, that heaven-given 
idea of the Cioss. Guided by it the divine power shall work together with 
the human, aud the success you win shall be not alone for earthly, but for 
eterual life. 

[The second of this series of lectures will be delivered March 2d by Rev. 
J. L. Kibler. Subject, “The Value of Education Determined by Charac- 
ter.” The public are cordially invited to these lectures.] 
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EDITORIALS. 

With this issue we are glad to 
greet the friends and readers of the 
Picket under a new cover aud we 
trust in a more interesting form. 
The editors have felt justified in 
making the change, not because our 
subscription lists contain the names 
of all who are proud to call Shep- 
herd College their alma mater, uot 
because our financial condition is 
the most promising, but because the 
spirit of our illustrious founder so 
dear to the hearts of all of his pupils, 
lives today, has lived always, and 
must live as long as our people are 
a progressive people and interested 
in the cause of education ; to prove 


that Shepherd College is doing good 
work, that it has never ceased to 
improve, that it can and does rank 
favorably with similar educational 
institutions of our State. We do 
uot wish to complain, but we feel 
that in the past our alumni have not 
given us the encouragement that 
they should aud ought, and we ask 
that in the future they will give us a 
more liberal patronage. We want 
your names on our lists and surely 
the subscription rate is within the 
means of all. But furthermore we 
want 1o hear from you in person. 
Our columns arc open to you. Fill 
them up ai d awaken a fresh inter- 
est in our school. The Picket is 
but a mirror of Shepherd College ; 
our medium of advertisement. It is 
here on a different mission from the 
picket of thirty-five years ago, and 
may it live to successfully perform 
that mission as long as the walls and 
foundation of dear old Shepherd 
College stand, 

“To send out sons and daughters, 

Useful iu our mighty land.” 

* * * * 

March 24th has been selected as 
the date of the local oratorical con- 
test. Six contestants have entered 
the arena, and will be prepared to 
do battle on that night. There is 
still room for others, and all who are 
interested will be welcomed to the 
rauks. 

The duty of the student body is to 
advertise and work up interest in 
this contest. A small admission fee 
will be charged, to defray the ex- 
penses of the one who is so fortunate 
as to represent us at the State con- 
test in Parkersburg. Surely our cit- 
izens care enough for tlieir school, 
aud for their end of the State, to 
give their support iu this matter, if 
their attention is called to it. Let 
every student make it his busincs 
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to inform everyone he sees, as to this 
important event, aud attend the con- 
test, accompanied by all the enthu- 
siasm and friends lie can muster. 
Give the contestants that cordial 
and hearty support which they must 
have, in order to do the best of 
which they are capable. 

* * * * 

“Remember the Maine” has be- 
come uot ouly the battle cry of our 
soldiers, but a sort of by-word to the 
nation. War even in the cause of 
freedom is a cruel evil at best, but 
when an enlightened people take as 
their watchword and guiding princi- 
ple such a motto as the above it is a 
little short of barbarous. “Remem- 
ber the Maine !” What is the mean- 
ing of these words? Do they not 
bear upon their face the spirit of re- 
venge. We lost a battleship, and a 
few score of sailors, evidently, but 
uot conclusively proven, by the hand 
of another nation aud we must wreak 
veugeauce upon that nation by kill- 
ing scores of her citizens and rob- 
bing her of her lawful possessions. 

It is natural for the Iudiau to take 
the life of one who has done him evil, 
or for the cannibal to eat the body 
of his enemy ; but is it in accord- 
ance with the spirit of Christian 
progress aud eulighteument for the 
American people in the dawn of the 
nineteenth century to thus retaliate 
a wrong even though a national one ? 

We do not disavow the just causes 
of our recent war with Spain for we 
are loyal patriots, but it is the spirit 
with which our American citizens 
utter the words, “Remember the 
Maine,” that we are criticising. Do 
they bear the stamp of the glorious 
freedom which we represent to na- 
tions? Is it with such a feeling that 
the American eagle plumes his crest 
of war? Does Uncle Sam hurl his 
shot aud shell bearing in their flight 


5 

such a message ? If this has been 
the controlling idea in our recent 
war then we are indeed little better 
than the savage red men from whom 
wc wrested these United States. 

The corruptions and evij which 
we condeinu in Spaiu we are our- 
selves cultivating. Such a spirit 
must iuevitably cause our beautiful 
stars aud stripes to droop in shame 
to the dust. 

Jfi JfC 

The old adage “In union there is 
strength” has never witnessed a 
failure. It is true in the natural 
world, aud has never failed to pro- 
duce like results when applied to 
the actions of man. 

The weary traveler, plodding over 
the scorching sands of the Sahara* 
may suffer from the hot wind blow- 
ing in his face, but not until it is 
combined with the light sand to pro- 
duce destructive sand-waves does he 
feel its greatest power. A single 
drop of water falling upon a rock 
may have no visible effect, but when 
millions of drops are combined with 
the power of the wind to produce 
the mighty waves of the ocean, the 
huge rock is carried from its lofty 
pedestal into the sea, or steadily 
ground to powder from the influence 
of concentrated power. If plants 
were to receive sunlight ouly, they 
would wither; if rain only, they 
would be washed away; but by the 
wise combination, planued by the 
Creator, of water, sunlight aud air 
we have the sweet blooming rose, 
the broad, sturdy oak, aud the tall, 
climbing cedar. 

Then when we come to forces con- 
trolled by man we notice the same 
effect. Two is often more than twice 
one, for one inspires the other to bet- 
ter work than either would do singly . 
In battle solders try to outstretch 
each other in extent of valor because 
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dents decide to prevent a certain 
thing and they generally succeed; 
on the other hand let them determine 
to carry through some great plan 
and they will also be successful. 

* * * * 

Chauncey M. Depew iu a recent 
address said : “It has been my for- 
tune for twenty-five years, as attor- 
ney, as counsel, as business associate 
iu many enterprises to become inti- 
mately acquainted with hundreds of 
men, who without any equipment of 
education, have accumulated mill- 
ions of dollars. I never met with 
any one of them whose regret was 
not profound and deep that they had 
not an education. I never met one 
of them who did not lament either 
the neglect of his parents or his own 
poor opportunities that failed to 
give him the equipment. I never 
met one of them who did not feel in 
the presence of cultured people a 
certain sense of mortification which 
no money paid for. I never met one 
of them who was not prepared to 
sacrifice his whole fortune that his 
boy should never feel the same mor- 
tification . " — Dcnisonian . 


There are some things which should never appear iu company, 
and one such thing is a secret. Do not call a friend to one side by saying. 
‘‘I have something to tell you.” Leave that something for another time. 
It is inconsiderate too, to laugh, or iu any way evince amusement at some- 
thing which cannot be shared with the whole company. If we check these 
little acts of thoughtlessness, aud cultivate true unselfishness in all our in' 
tercourse with friends aud acquaintances, our society and friendship wil^ 
be valued much more by all who know us. 

We don’t waut to use slang, so we’ll put it in German, aud then it won *t 
be slang. It is this: Be careful not to be zu frisc/i. A joke is all right, 
and sometimes very funny ; repartee is enlivening to conversation, and all 
that, but don’t run it in the ground. Better forego a few of the smart re- 
marks, in season and out of season, particularly the latter, than get the 
reputation, not an easy one to get rid of, of being zu frisch. 


they, collectively, have strength 
scarcely to be opposed by the foe. 
In every enterprise whether for pro- 
tection, retaliation, support or help 
there is a uniting of force and com- 
bination of power. When the chains 
of English oppression were clanking 
on the plains of Boston, the Ameri- 
can colonies, stirred by the patriotic 
speeches of John Adams aud Patrick 
Henry, united their forces to keep 
the foot of the oppressor from their 
laud or die in the attempt ; aud there 
was such strength iu their efforts, that 
they were able to successfully cope 
with the mighty mistress of the sea 
aud say to her “thus far shalt thou 
come aud no farther.” Only by the 
combination of capital aud labor can 
the great industries, monopolies and 
trust monopolies be carried on. 
These companies by combining, rep- 
resent a great power iu our nation 
and consequently can control legis- 
lation to their best welfare. Polit- 
ical demagogues will pay the people 
to follow them that they may have 
power to uphold them in their wrong- 
doing. 

Aud this same result is seen iu col- 
lege life. Let a majority of the stu- 
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PERSONALS. 

We are glad to note that Miss 
Lalla Reynolds, the editor of this 
colurnu, who has been confined to 
her home by illness for the past few 
days, has recovered. 

Miss Bessie Licklider, class of ’97, 
who is now teaching at Greensburg, 
paid us a visit on the 15th and 17th. 

Among those who attended Rev. 
C. H. Rockey’s lecture on the 9th, 
were Revs. Dr. Ghiselin, Kibler and 
Bverhart, Mr. Herman Billmyerand 
Mrs. Jessie Reynolds. 

Miss Nellie Butler, class of ’97, 
lias leturued from a visit to Balti- 
more aud has visited the halls of the 
institution which a few years ago 
claimed her as an earnest student. 

We are glad to hear of the ad- 
vancement of Mr. Porterfield, class 
of ’9 7, to the presidency of the C. L. 
S. of the W. V. U. 

Mr. Homer Tabler, a former stu- 
dent of Shepherd College, who had 
been home for some weeks on ac- 
count of sickness, returned to Mer- 
cersburg shortly after the Christmas 
holidays. 

We have greatly missed the pleas- 
ant face of Miss Mary Miller among 
our number for several weeks past, 
and are sorry to learn she cauuot at- 
tend school any more this winter on 
account of ill health. We were glad 
to have her pay us a visit on the 9th, 
aud we hope with the return of spring 
she may have regained her health 
so she may again attend regularly. 

Mr. H. T. Smith has lost some 
time the last mouth on account of 
sickness. 

Mr. Haycock, one of our first 
year students, was absent from 
school a few days on account of 
La Grippe. Mr. Roland Myers has 
also been confined to his home one 
week by La Grippe. 


Miss Nellie Marten, who gradu- 
ated in ’95, is spending a few weeks 
in Washington. 

Mr. H. H. Hartzell, class of ’95. 
has spent several days at home this 
month. 

Miss Daisy Page, who attended 
Shepherd College in *96-^ 7, was re- 
cently married to Mr. Walter Kear- 
ney. We extend our best wishes to 
our former schoolmate. 

Mr. Robert Burkhart, a former 
student, speut Sunday the 5th in this 
place. 

Miss Gertrude Show was quite 
sick the first part of this mouth. 

Miss Laura Butler spent a few days 
in Baltimore last month. 

A few schoolmates of Miss Lillie 
Marten enjoyed a “taffy-pull” at 
her home the first of the month. 

Hon. H. C. Getzeudauuer, State 
Senator, class ’76, has been at home 
on a short trip. 

Mr. Herbert Rogers has left school 
lately with the intention of attending 
a military school. We wish him 
success in his chosen position. 

We learn from the Register that 
Mr. Stingley, a Shepherd College 
student some years since, who has 
been superintendent of the Potomac 
Coal Compauy at Piedmont, has been 
promoted to the charge of the com- 
pany’s offices in Baltimore. 

0 

Principal Cutwright of the West 
Liberty Normal and assistant Lough 
of the Fairmont Normal have “gone 
and done” wisely and have selected 
for themselves — not their schools — a 
First Assista?it. The Picket ex- 
tends congratulations aud will glad- 
ly include any other assistants who 
may be contemplating entering upon 
a similar relation. (Of course we 
don’t mean at home.) 
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OUR SOCIETIES. 

CICERONIAN NOTES. 

Long programs. 

Cushioned chairs. 

Don’t fill up the aisle. 

Regular election March 3d. 

No visitors, what’s the matter ? 

Miss Hess seems to understand “The way they generally do.” 

We are not acting on Mr. Barbe’s advice. Why don’t we have some 
disputes? 

Let us have an awakening of society spirit. Remember the contest is 
not far off. 

Some of the performers seem more amused at their own work than the 
audience does. 

Don’t “cut” society to get out of work. It does not show the proper spirit 
of enthusiasm. 

Mr. Hill’s advice ou what to do in time of fire may prove very useful at 
the next conflagration. 

“Keep cool under all circumstances,” said the speaker. “Indeed we 
do,” replied the radiators. 

Our critic isn’t at all gallant : What could have been more pointed than 
Miss Turner’s declamation ? 

Miss Martin must have been disturbed in her “private conversation,” 
judging from her declamation. 

We suggest selecting the subject of your oration before mouutiug the 
rostrum. Inspiration sometimes leaves a prosaic result. 

Among some of the best exercises this mouth have been : Readings by 
Messrs. Hill, Daniels and Feltner, and Misses Reynolds, Hess, McKee, 
Donley and Trussell ; declamations by Messrs. Johusou and McKee, and 
Misses Alstadt, Maddox aud Turner; essavs by Messrs. W. L. McKee, B. 
F. aud W. H. Sperow, and Misses Grove and Marten. Mr. Miller gave us 
a well written and interesting oration on the “Poetic Part of History.” 
We also had a debate on the subject, “Resolved, That genius makes a 
better man than perseverance.” The debaters were Paul Davis, assisted 
by Jessie Hoffman, on the affirmative, aud Lewiu Kibler, assisted by Julia 
Hill, on the negative. 

******* 

PARTHENIAN LITERARY SOCIETY. 

“ Prodesse quam conspici .” 

Siuce the last report the P. L. S., by pursuing the even tenor of her way, 
has been steadily progressing. The new chairs cause some annoyance 
for, contrary to the wishes of the occupants, they persist iu crowding 
around the radiator. We hope they will conduct themselves more prop- 
erly when they have become acclimated. 

We were glad to have with us on January 27th Misses Katie McKee, 
Laura Kuode, Nina Hill aud Mr. Hammond, members of the C. L- S. The 
exercises of the evening consisted of readings by L. M. Moore and Ivarl 
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Henshaw ; declamation by Eugene Barnhart ; essays, Genevieve Right- 
stiue aud C. H. Reinhart. 

The selections for February 3d were well made and as well rendered by 
the readers, Margaret Welshaus, J. L. Daniels and Herbert Rogers ; the 
declaimers, J. W. Duke, Bertie Rouemous and Lillian Kuott; while the 
essay of R. N. Duke showed close aud careful study of his subject and dis- 
closed his talent for oratory. 

February iotli, the exercises of the evening were very good. Readings, 
Vere de Vere, by Laura Butler, Parsou Suow’s Sermon, by Florence Lick- 
lider, and “Tlie Wrong Woman,” by Margaret Welshans ; declamations 
by Katie Donley aud W. C. Lamaster. George Uuseld read a carefully 
prepared essay, “Treatment of Colonies,” in which he showed that the 
Filipinos were today struggling for the same liberty that our forefathers 
fought for iu 1775. A debate upou the question, “Resolved, That machinery 
has benefited the laboring class,” was an interesting feature of the even- 
ing’s program. The debate was opened by R. W. Border, on the affirma. 
tive, assisted by Maud Cross. The negative was defended by W. G. Neill 
aud Johu Reynolds. The judge decided in favor of the affirmative. When 
general debate was announced we were favored by extempore speaking 
by the principals, who are members of the E. S. S. The critic gave much 
good advice aud many excellent criticisms. The fearlessness and imparti- 
ality of his remarks showed his interest iu the society’s advancement. It 
was suggested that all unprepared members be mentioned in the Picket. 
We think the suggestion a good oue, and if followed would do away with 
so mauy short exercises. 

On accouut of the bliz/.ard many members were absent on February 17th, 
nevertheless the exercises were iu general interesting. Selection were 
read by Irene Welshaus and Border Stanley ; Margaret Welshaus, J. L. 
Daniels aud Elba Hoffmau delivered three excellent declamations. Miss 
Hoffman’s selection, “The First Piano iu the Miniug Camp,” was a very 
pathetic description of the death of an aged minstrel. “The Development 
of the Modern Novel” was the subject of Miss Clara Greenwood’s essay, 
aud oue that required careful research iu the history of our literature. 

Our secretary’s calendar must have been snowed under when our last 
minutes were written. 

We shall escape the uphill by never turning back. — Rossette. 

* ***** * 

EXTEMPORANEOUS DEBATING SOCIETY. 

The art of speaking extemporaneously is one desired by all, but pos- 
sessed by few. Yet if we wish to know the reason we can fiud it as a gen- 
eral thing in the person himself. “There is- no excellence without great 
labor.” If we wish to obtain the art we must do so by our own persever- 
ing efforts. As a society we have been truly advancing toward the goal 
of success. None can listen to our speakers at present aud say they have 
made no improvement since their first attempt. 

The attendance ou the 17th was larger than at any other time this 
month, aud even some students who had not come to school duriug the 
week managed to be present. 
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Though at times the prospects of our society have been dark, and the 
clouds of discontent and trouble have lowered on the horizon, yet these 
are now as forgotten scenes, and the perfect light of prosperity now shines 
brighter than ever. 

The questions that have been debated are such as with some thought 
present good argument on either side. The principal questions that have 
been discussed are : Resolved, That card-playing is a harmless and justifi- 
able amusement ; Resolved, That the Utah Congressman, Hon. Roberts, 
should be allowed to take his seat ; Resolved, That education should be 
compulsory ; Resolved, That country life is preferable to city life. 

******* 

ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION. 

On February ist a general meeting of the members of the Athletic As- 
sociation was held in Room No. 3. After a short debate it was decided to 
redraft the constitution, and the work was entrusted to a committee of 
three, Messrs. Hill, Daniels and Sperow. On February 8th the committee 
reported, and with a fe\V slight changes the constitution submitted by them 
was adopted, thus giving us a strong and favorable basis, upon which the 
Association ought to make wonderful progress. The new constitution is 
quite an improvement upon the old one. It strikes out many of the minor 
regulations, and lays down new restrictions for the gymnasium. It also 
leaves out the girls from the department, into which they were formerly 
admitted, making it entirely a young men’s association. 

Work on the gymnasium progresses. The strikiug bag has again been 
put in order, and the music made as it strikes the disk and rebounds may 
be heaid whenever the hall is open. Many new members have decided 
to join, and a deeper interest is being manifested. The old corps of offi- 
cers, with Mr. G. H. McKee as president, were elected to fill the remain- 
der of the term. 

(Questions are often asked as to the relative size of the six State Normals 
of West Virginia. The following statement of the enrollment for the fall 
terms of the last three years is taken from the January number of The 


Academy : 



1896 

1897 

I898 

Glenville 


67 

46 

Shepherd College 


63 

84 

West Liberty 

9 6 

8/ 

86 

Athens 

»3 

104 

76 

Fairmont 

168 

159 

128 

Marshall College 


*162 

1209 


* 240 in all departments, 
f 308 in all departments. 


The sleigh-bells have been merrily jingling for the past week in our lit- 
tle town, and both young and old folks have been enjoying the snow by 
sleigh-riding. On Friday, February 10, a crowd of merry young folks of 
Shepherd College started out on a straw ride, but their horses gave out, 
and they were compelled to return. Afterwards they spent a very pleasant 
evening at their chaperone’s home. 
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OUR FLAG. 

The first legally established emblem of these United States was that 
adopted by Congress in 1777. It consisted of thirteen stripes, alternately 
red and white and of thirteen white stars in a blue field, representing a 
new constellation. In 1794 the flag was changed to fifteen stripes and 
fifteen stars. In 1S18 it was again changed, this time there were thirteen 
stripes, alternately red and white, and twenty white stars in a blue field 
in the upper flag-staff corner. One star was to be added on the fourth day 
of July for every uew State admitted. This flag is the present prescribed 
national emblem of the United States of America, except that instead of 
twenty there are forty-five white stars in the blue field. 

O ! Banner, you wave today not only proudly over our school building 
and over a solidly united and patriotic homeland, but flash from our bat- 
tleships like an Aurora in the Arctic seas of the north, aud answer back 
the tropical constellations over the Philippine Islands with your kindling 
stars. Over the mysterious waters of the Gulf stream, amid the breezes 
floating around what was once the queen of the Antilles, you proclaim a 
wondrous Republic, mighty as old Rome, vast as Europe, and as rich as 
India. 


The Hon. C. T. Butler died at the Entler Hotel Thursday, February 2, 
1899. Mr. Butler had come to town about one week before with the inten- 
tion of spending the winter, as he had done before. 

Mr. Butler became a trustee of Shepherd College at its founding and his 
name remained in the list until his death. His death leaves the name of 
only one of the original trustees yet in office. He was also a member of the 
Executive Committee until 1S85. Mr. Butler was a man of worth. His 
interest in the college never flagged. He would inquire frequently of its 
welfare and rejoiced in its prosperity. Mr. Butler has been intrusted with 
many offices in the gift of the people aud always filled them acceptably. 

Scarcely had the news passed of the death of Mr. Butler when we were 
shocked to learn of the sudden death of Col. Win. A. Morgan, another 
of the trustees of the college. The two men were near neighbors and for 
many years have traveled the same road back and forth to town. Col. 
Morgan came to Jefferson county aud to the Morgan home, “Falling 
Spring,” in 1837. He has been an active man iu public affairs all his life. 
At the breaking out of the Civil War he hurried to the front and there re- 
mained until the last. Since 1SS5 the Colonel was a member of the Board 
of Trustees of the college. Iu the discharge of his public duties as sheriff 
he was fearless and generous to a fault. Many will miss his kindness. 

Others must take the places of these two men. May their places be filled 
as they filled them. 

On Thursday, February 9th, a lengthy aud instructive lecture on the 
Power of an Idea, was delivered by Rev. C. H. Rockey, of this place, to 
the school aud a large number of visitors. The lect ure was a good one 
and every one was pleased with it and hope to hear more of them iu the 
future. 
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“He prayetli best who loveth best all things both great and small ; 

For the dear God who loveth us, he made and loveth all.” 

In this beautiful verse taken from Coleridge’s Ancient Mariner there is 
taught a lesson of charity, charity that we owe to God aud to our fellow - 
creatures. For the tie that biuds us to God also binds us to the other 
creatures made by his hand. How often do we injure some innocent ani- 
mal aud yet never stop to think that he is loved and protected by the same 
God that protects us. If one would drive out the egoistic feelings he would 
perhaps have some love for the harmless creatures about him aud would 
protect them. For man differs only from other animals in having a soul 
given him by the God who loves all creatures alike. Let us then ever keep 
in mind this beautiful verse aud give to our fellow-creatures the love that 
is due them. 

* * * * * * * 

Some of this year’s rhetoric class are rivaling De Quincy in the couipo- 
s ition of loug sentences. The following is the first sentence of a compo- 
sition on “Precision 

“Of all the great principles of rhetoric, from that enabling us to form 
sentences so forcible as to be hurled with a power resembling Vesuvius, 
when from the outside of Santiago Harbor she sent her shells into that 
beleaguered city with such force as to lead its inhabitants to think per- 
haps Uncle Sam had employed in his service the forces of Beelzebub, to 
the art which aids our minds and imaginations to frame such beautifully 
flowing sentences that, even when read years afterwards by more enlight- 
ened poets, they remind them of that unattainable expression, which they 
endeavor in vain to reach, aud seem to be the product of more than mor- 
tals— that principle called Precision is the most important.” 

* * * * * * * 

The Board of Editors, have in mind several heroic measures by means 
of which “copy” may be extracted from delinquent contributors. One 
suggestion is to require the presentation of an article for the Picket from 
applicants for admission to the school, as a thesis is required in more ad- 
vanced institutions ; auother, to make such an article a part of every writ- 
ten examination. Whatever be the method, they will surely “get” you, 
sooner or later. 

* * * * * * * 

Poor St. Valentine ! If only you had had the foresight to adoru your 
missives with snow-drifts aud coal-wagons, shovels aud brooms, ulsters aud 
hot bricks, we might have indulged, but hearts aud darts and Cupids, 
birds aud flowers — we had no time to think of such trivial matters as these! 
Send the back numbers of “To Thee, my Valentine,” to a summer clime, 
aud auother year have your Cupids seasonably attired in gum boots and 
mackintosh. 

* * * * * * * 

A recent issue of the Baltimore American contains a cut and descrip- 
tion of a fine school building just completed at Westminster, Maryland. 
It is gratifying to us to know that this building, represented as being in 
every respect a convenient and modern structure, was designed by J. A. 
Hunter, architect, of Hagerstown, who was several years ago a student of 
Shepherd College. We take pleasure in noting Mr. Hunter’s success. 
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Spring term begins March 21st, 1899. 

Shall we find our valentines under the drifts when the snow goes away? 

Who cau tell the highest and deepest tale as to drifts? This is an age of 
competition. 

The view from the tower when the violence of the storm had subsided 
svas magnificent. 

it is a sad sight to sec a young man or woman throw away his or her 
opportunity for an education. 

All the groundhog disciples are now able to say in defence of their faith, 
is that there are exceptions to all rules. 

Snow-drifts are numerous in this section of the country but the tales told 
about them are ten times as numerous. 

A “long pull and a stiong pull” from now until Juue is what each one is 
resolving, but do not let it end merely in the resolution. 

Talking about beautiful things, just look at some of our flowers, espe- 
cially Miss Johnson’s tuberose, which is now in full bloom. 

We had two days of vacation, nolens volens , while those of our number 
who live at a distance were digging themselves, out of the snow-drifts. 

Some one has said that the thermometer stood twenty-five inches below 
zero during the late cold wave, but we think he meaut twenty-five degrees. 

The ice afforded great pleasure oueeveniug before the snow came. The 
party that had been skating came back wishing for another evening of the 
sport. 

By mistake the spring term was made by the catalogue to begin one 
week to soon. Students and those who wish to enter will notice the change. 
The term begins March 21, 1S99. 

The Extempo Society is progressing rapidly aud is one of the best that 
is connected with the school. Why not every boy in the school join it and 
receive the benefits that are derived from it? 

Number 10— After a long aud troublesome hunt by moonlight found his 
rhetoric book in a snow-drift, open at the next day’s lesson. It was a self- 
evident fact that he had taken up a warmer abode. 

The young ladies of the school must be lacking of energy or something, 
for they have not yet organized the society which they have so long been 
talking about, but should they let the boys join it would come right to the 
front. 

After the storm Shcplierdstowu looked like it was fortified, aud it was 
by great banks of snow. When the fust country people made their way 
to town on horseback, the people became frightened for they thought they 
were soldiers coming to take the town. 

One of the students who lives about thiee miles south of Shepherdstown 
tells of a snow-drift near his home that fills a valley two hundred feet deep 
aud also extends twenty feet above the hills that enclose the valley. So 
now you see that the great question has been settled, that there could not 
be a hill without a valley or a valley without a hill. 
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CLASS NOTES. 

CLASS OF *99. 

All ! Seniors. 

Call on the treasurer. 

Whai’s the matter with Father Ryan? 

Where is our “Pumpkin Square” reporter? 

The three G’s are bound to make themselves heard. 

The girls out-number the boys (but then they always do.) 

The selection of a class poet seems to be the most difficult problem to 
solve. 

One member seemed determined to dwell upon the subject at our last 
meeting. 

The seniors have taken up the study of ethics. It promises to be very 
interesting. 

Our curly-haired senior seems very fond of walking towards the depot 
every evening. 

Our “Mascot” is the monkey with the single objection that in size he is 
most too “apeish.” 

The country members of the class were snowbound the greater part of 
the week of the blizzard. 

One of our seniors from the country gave us a lesson in oratory, while 
supporting his favorite for a class poet. 

Why don’t those funny “Naughty-Naughts” (’oo) organize ? We suggest 
as a yell for them, Rah ! Rah! Re! who are we? we are nothing! don’t 
you see ? 

We advise the young geutlemeu when calling on Miss H to be very 

careful in the choice of chairs. Some of them have a mysterious power of 
walking. 

Our long senior Mr. N has taken a philosophic turn of mind. One 

day during the cold weather he very complacently and without a moment’s 
warning sat down upon an icy sidewalk to reflect upou the attractive pow- 
er of gravitation. 

******** 

What the First Year Students Have to Say (’02). 

A first year student’s opinion of La Grippe : “Whenever anyone gets a 
little sick he says: ‘I have the grippe!’ and before you know it he is out 
agaiu the next day. Those people do not know what the real grippe is 
and if they were to get it they would not know what to do.” 

At one time while the janitor was cleaning off the college yard, a young 
dude passed along the w’alk with his best girl, and noticing how dark the 
grass was where it had been burnt, said: “Uncle Hob, that grass is nearly 
as black as you are.” The old negro looked up from his work and re. 
plied: “Yes, aud by next spring it will be as green as you are.” 

First year student contemplates : A little miss, a little lad, a little kiss, 
aud then— dad ! 
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Grand Display of Fall and Winter 

Clothing, Handsome Suits, Overcoats. 

It is impossible to select what you need from a small stock. Our line 
contains all those exclusive up-to-date styles that cannot be had elsewhere. 
Our line of 

Nobby Neckwear, Collars, Cuffs and Shirts 

are just what you want, providing you are looking for the latest. We al- 
low no one to surpass us in our 

Hat, Trunk and Underwear Department. 

We ask you to give us a call and examine this great stock. We will 
guarantee to save you big money. Yours for business, 

J. K. Thompson & Bro., 

Modern Clothiers, 130 N. Queen St., Martinsburg, W. Va. 

M. CL tabler 

MARTINSBURG, W. VA., 

The Sheading Up-to-Date 

CLOTHIER, 

Merchant Tailor Gents’ Outfitter, 

124 N. QUEEN STREET. 


J. GREGG GIBSON, Druggist. 

Stationei-3^, Soap, Knives, Razors, Sponges, 
Hair Brushes, Tootli Brushes, &c. 

13 — 2c stamps for ic and 


J. Wesley Seibert, 

Tonsoria 1 Pa rlors, 

First-Class Work! 

THE STUDENTS’ BARBER! 
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For First-Class Merchant Tailoring and Up-to-Date 

Ready-Made Clothing 

GO TO 

Lowenstein Clothing Company, 

One-Price Clothiers and Tailors, 7 West Washington Street, Hagerstown, Md. 

ESTABLISHED 1851. 

M I LTO N KO HLER, 

PRACTICAL 

WATCHMAKER, JEWELER 

AND OPTICIAN, 

HAQERStDWN, MARYLAND. 


A.S. Dandridge&Co., 

Shepherdstown, W. Va. 

Brown Wagons, McCormick 
Binders and Mowers and Oliver 
Chilled Plows. 


Henry M. Loyns, 

Shepherdstown, W. Va., 

MANUFACTURER OP AND DEALER IN 

Light and Heavy Harness, 

S.iddles, Bridles, Collars, Blankets, 
Robes* Whips, CurryCombs. Brush- 
es, etc. 

James M. Ranson, 

Doctor of Dental Surgery, 

Offers his Professional Services to 
the citizens of Charlestown and vi- 
cinity. Office opposite the Parish 
Building, Main street, Charlestown, 
West Virginia. 

Late and up-to-date accesso- 
ries used at 

Smith's Photo Studio, 

12 N. Potomac St., Hagerstown, Md. 

Satisfaction (Juaranteed. 


\Y. N. Lemen, 

Shepherdstown, W. Va., 

DEALER IN 

Grain, Flour, Feed, Coal, Fer- 
tilizer, Seeds, Salt, &e. 

WILLIAM BESTER, 

florist; 

HAGERSTOWN, MO. 

Cut Flowers and Funeral 
Work a Specialty. Telephone 
No. 68 ; Store, Hotel Hamilton. 

For Up-to-Date Ptotographs 

GO TO 

D. C. MOLL. 

Charlestown, W. Va. Gallery for- 
merly occupied by C. L. McClung. 
Special prices given to school groups 
ami clubs. 

Look at Your Shoes ! 

They Need Repairing. 

Have them done neatly and 
promptly at 

J.S. FLEMING’S. 

Shepherdstown, W. Va. 


Watches, Clocks and Jewelry ! 

Silver Watches at $3.50. 

Ladies’ Gold Filled Watches at $12. 
Repairing of Watches and Jewelry a 
Specially. 

A. L. Beaumont, Jeweler, 
Shepherds town. W. Ya. 

Coach Rapair Shop! 

ALmi UhlALKIl LN 

Fine Carriages, Bicycles 

and Hardware. 

C. D. WYSONQ, Shepherdstown. 

W. l7 JONES & CO, 

MARTINSBURG. W. VA. 

Honest goods at honest price. 
Special attention given to mail or- 
ders. 

j. C. Hoffman & Sons, 

Hagerstown, Md., 

Can furnish you with all the latest styles 
of Silks, Dress Goods and Notions at 
lowest possible prices. A trial will con- 
vince you of the same. 


VITALIZED AIR! 


OSEPH McMURRAN, 

DHUGOJST AND JEALER IN 

Writing Paper, Envelopes, Tablets, Pens, 

Pencils, Chalk Crayons, Penholders, 
Erasers, Rulers, Inks, Drawing Paper, 
Composition Books, Blank Books, &c. 
SEEI’HER DSTO W N , W. VA. 


U B. BAKER, 

1 " DEALER IN 

General Merchandise. 

Ladies’. Gentlemen’s and Boys’ Fine 
Shoes and Overshoes for fall and winter 
wear. 

Lincoln Fountain Pens, $l.oo. 
Waterman Fountain Pens, $2.50. 
WALL PAPER AND WINDOW SHADES. 

R. M. Hays & Bros., 

HAGERSTOWN, MD. 


C T. LINE, 

" DEALER IN 

Staple, and Fancy Groceries! 

PKOPHJKTOR UK 


FOR THE 

Painless Extraction of Teeth, 

Has been thoroughly demonstrated by 
over eight years’ every-day use in this 
city by 

DrJ.A.Hollenberger 

AT HIS DENTAL ROOM, 

125 West Franklin St., Hagerstown, Md. 

C.S. Hunter & Bro., 

Hamilton Row, Hagerstown, Md. 

Pumps, Pipe, Bath Room Fix- 
tures, “Perfect” Furnaces and 
Ranges. 


The Shepherdstown Bakery, w a h n ^t a „. 

[?h©togpaphep, 

6 BRS^F0W^, IAS 
TACOB WINTERMOYER, 

J DEALER IN 

Nobby and Up-to-date Clothing. 

The Student’s Clothier. 

Call and Examine. Opposite College. 



jjr An old saying, something in it, too ! * 

1 “One’s Refinement 

* 


s Told By 
Her Stationery.” I 


* 

U/ 

Ui 
* 

\iii 
0/ 
m 
\* 

iti ^ 

jjj Our line of Box Papers and ^ 

\l/ Fine Writing Tablets for school J 
O/ . w 

xit ami other purposes is truly charm- tf\ 

Jjj ing. Exquisite tints in all the JJ 
it* approved shades. 1 1 doesn’t cost J 
^ any more to use correct Mat ion- /»\ 
jjj cry and it certainly gives greater JJJ 
tfj satisfaction. You will agree. J 
Pens. Holders. Pencils, Eras- v 
jjj ers. Rulers, Day Books, Ledgers, § 
U* (’ash Books. Fools Pap, Legal 

« ~ 25 

Kit < up. etc. ^ 

J 1X 

jj; Also Postage Stamps! $ 

^ We Fill Prescriptions Accurately, it 

* * 


I The Place to Buy Cheap 

Drv Goods, 

- 

Notions, 

Hats and Caps 

PENDLETON’S 

NEW YORK STORE. 

CENTURY 

Double Feed Fountain Pen ! 

FULLY YV A R HANTKL). 

Don’t experiment, but get the best Cen- 
tury. Safety Pencil Pocket. 

T. H. Smith, Agent for Shepherd College. 

M 
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Reinhart’s Pharmacy, m 


L. HERRINGTON, 

DKALKK IN 


m 

■ 


OPPOSITE COLLEGE. 


H. C. Marten, 


DBA MS It IN 


Barb Wire, Nails, Stoves, Tin- 
ware, Tin Roofing and Spout- 
ing, Pumps, Leather, Oils, &e. 

|3 R. N. McK. WILSON, 

Graduate Dentist, 

SHEPHERDSTOWN. W. VA. 

Friday and Saturday in Sharpsburg, Md. 

LEO T. HODGES, Jr., 

O agent eob 

Hagerstown Steam laundry ! sheiwmstown. w. m. 

The place to Buy Pumps at rock 
Fmosi Wurkii) tin- jT!' r ' bottom prices. Can save vou more 

guaranteed. Basket shipped Momla} re- i . . \ 

turned Frida v monev than any other dealer. 


Pine Millinery 

Ory Goods, Hats, Caps 

and Stationery. 

The Little Store Around the Corner 

HAS ALWAYS A SUPPLY OF 
Fancy Notions for Birt Inlay or Wedding 
Presents, and Christmas (lifts also. .Inst 
« all around and see For yourselves at 
ELLEN WELSH A Ns* 

T. B. BINB, 

The Fashionable Clothier?, 

HATTER AND FURNISHER, 

Next Door to Gibson's Drue Store. 

J. S. Myers, 


